
Acts 4:23-37 

The Believers Pray for Boldness 
23 When they were released, they went to their friends and reported what the chief 
priests and the elders had said to them. 24 And when they heard it, they lifted their 
voices together to God and said, “Sovereign Lord, who made the heaven and the earth 
and the sea and everything in them, 25 who through the mouth of our father David, your 
servant, said by the Holy Spirit, 
“‘Why did the Gentiles rage, 
    and the peoples plot in vain? 
26 The kings of the earth set themselves, 
    and the rulers were gathered together, 
    against the Lord and against his Anointed’ 
27 for truly in this city there were gathered together against your holy servant Jesus, 
whom you anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the 
peoples of Israel, 28 to do whatever your hand and your plan had predestined to take 
place. 29 And now, Lord, look upon their threats and grant to your servants to continue 
to speak your word with all boldness, 30 while you stretch out your hand to heal, and 
signs and wonders are performed through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” 31 And 
when they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was shaken, 
and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the word of God with 
boldness. 

They Had Everything in Common 
32 Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one 
said that any of the things that belonged to him was his own, but they had everything in 
common. 33 And with great power the apostles were giving their testimony to the 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 34 There was not a 
needy person among them, for as many as were owners of lands or houses sold them 
and brought the proceeds of what was sold 35 and laid it at the apostles' feet, and it was 
distributed to each as any had need. 36 Thus Joseph, who was also called by the 
apostles Barnabas (which means son of encouragement), a Levite, a native of Cyprus, 
37 sold a field that belonged to him and brought the money and laid it at the apostles' 
feet. 
 



 
 
 
Context leading into passage: 
Picking up in our study of Acts, previous in chapters 3 and 4 we saw Peter and John 
heal the lame man who was sitting at the beautiful gate of the temple complex. The 
Jewish leaders arrest Peter and John because they preached that this miracle was 
performed through the power of Jesus Christ, whom the Jewish leaders had killed. The 
Sanhedrin, the ruling power over the Jewish people, threatened Peter and John and 
commanded them to no longer preach in the name of Jesus. Peter and John respond 
that they must obey God rather than obey the words of men. 
 
The Sanhedrin was unable to do anything at this time to the apostles besides threaten 
them because the people were glorifying God from the miracle that had been 
performed. There was no basis upon which the Sanhedrin could detain Peter and 
John. This is where we pick up in the scene as we now read Acts 4:23-37. 
 
Benediction: 
For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor 
things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will 
be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.arate us from the 
love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

- Romans 8:38-39 

 
 
 
 
Matthew Henry’s Concise Commentary: 

Commentary on Acts 4:23-31 
(Read Acts 4:23-31) 
Christ's followers do best in company, provided it is their own company. It encourages 
God's servants, both in doing work, and suffering work, that they serve the God who 
made all things, and therefore has the disposal of all events; and the Scriptures must 
be fulfilled. Jesus was anointed to be a Saviour, therefore it was determined he should 
be a sacrifice, to make atonement for sin. But sin is not the less evil for God's bringing 
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good out of it. In threatening times, our care should not be so much that troubles may 
be prevented, as that we may go on with cheerfulness and courage in our work and 
duty. They do not pray, Lord let us go away from our work, now that it is become 
dangerous, but, Lord, give us thy grace to go on stedfastly in our work, and not to fear 
the face of man. Those who desire Divine aid and encouragement, may depend upon 
having them, and they ought to go forth, and go on, in the strength of the Lord God. 
God gave a sign of acceptance of their prayers. The place was shaken, that their faith 
might be established and unshaken. God gave them greater degrees of his Spirit; and 
they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, more than ever; by which they were not only 
encouraged, but enabled to speak the word of God with boldness. When they find the 
Lord God help them by his Spirit, they know they shall not be confounded, Isaiah 17. 

Commentary on Acts 4:32-37 
(Read Acts 4:32-37) 
The disciples loved one another. This was the blessed fruit of Christ's dying precept to 
his disciples, and his dying prayer for them. Thus it was then, and it will be so again, 
when the Spirit shall be poured upon us from on high. The doctrine preached was the 
resurrection of Christ; a matter of fact, which being duly explained, was a summary of 
all the duties, privileges, and comforts of Christians. There were evident fruits of 
Christ's grace in all they said and did. They were dead to this world. This was a great 
evidence of the grace of God in them. They did not take away others' property, but they 
were indifferent to it. They did not call it their own; because they had, in affection, 
forsaken all for Christ, and were expecting to be stripped of all for cleaving to him. No 
marvel that they were of one heart and soul, when they sat so loose to the wealth of 
this world. In effect, they had all things common; for there was not any among them 
who lacked, care was taken for their supply. The money was laid at the apostles' feet. 
Great care ought to be taken in the distribution of public charity, that it be given to such 
as have need, such as are not able to procure a maintenance for themselves; those 
who are reduced to want for well-doing, and for the testimony of a good conscience, 
ought to be provided for. Here is one in particular mentioned, remarkable for this 
generous charity; it was Barnabas. As one designed to be a preacher of the gospel, he 
disentangled himself from the affairs of this life. When such dispositions prevail, and 
are exercised according to the circumstances of the times, the testimony will have very 
great power upon others. 
 
The Book of Acts - F.F. Bruce 
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Sermon Questions: 
1. What are some of the first few things Peter and John do after their release? 
2. What are some of the characteristics of the followers of Christ prayer? 
3. C.S. Lewis in his book Mere Christianity describes the world with this quote,  
“Enemy-occupied territory---that is what this world is. Christianity is the story of how the rightful 
king has landed, you might say landed in disguise, and is calling us to take part in a great campaign 
of sabotage.” Do you agree with Lewis’ quote? Why or why not? 
4. What comfort do you think it gave the followers of Christ focusing on the sovereignty of the Lord 
and that he was over all of these events, even over Herod, Pilate, and the Sanhedrin? What are some 
ways the enemy uses fear to distract us and attack God’s people? 
5. Bonhoeffer was quoted in the message as saying, “From its very beginning the church has taken 
offense at the suffering of Christ. It does not want that kind of Lord, and as Christ’s church it does not 
want to be forced to accept the law of suffering from its Lord. The cross is not the terrible end of a 
pious happy life. Instead, it stands at the beginning of community with Jesus Christ. Whenever Christ 
call us, his call leads us to death.” What do you think he means that the call of Christ leads to death? 
Where else do you see that supported in God’s word? 
6. How would your community and your relationships change if you believed the truth that you 
were part of a “great campaign” and a battle? 
7. What do you think happens to us as disciples if we believe that only missionaries, pastors, or 
people in vocational ministry are the one’s engaged in battle? As we study this series in Acts and are 
reminded that as the church we are all “On Mission” why is it important to be reminded of that? 
8. What are some particular mission opportunities do you have to where God has called you in this 
season of your life? 
9. Why are other brothers and sisters in Christ, this “company” of such critical importance on this 
journey through this world? 
 
 
Sermons: 
The Word and Spirit - Acts 4:23-37 - Tim Keller 
 
A Prayer That Brought The Holy Spirit Down- Acts 4:23-31 - John Piper 
http://www.desiringgod.org/messages/a-prayer-that-brought-the-holy-spirit-down 
 
To the Ends of the Earth: Praying Boldly - Acts 4:23-31 - Derek Thomas 
http://www.fpcjackson.org/resource-library/sermons/to-the-ends-of-the-earth-9-praying-boldly 
 
Articles: 
http://www.christianitytoday.com/pastors/2008/fall/17.20.html 
What is Missional 
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https://www.vergenetwork.org/2014/10/22/how-suffering-is-an-opportunity-for-mission/ 
How Suffering is an Opportunity for Mission 
 
Quotes: 
“Enemy-occupied territory---that is what this world is. Christianity is the story of how the rightful 
king has landed, you might say landed in disguise, and is calling us to take part in a great campaign 
of sabotage.” 
― C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity 
 
From its very beginning the church has taken offense at the suffering of Christ. It does not want that 
kind of Lord, and as Christ’s church it does not want to be forced to accept the law of suffering from 
its Lord. The cross is not the terrible end of a pious happy life. Instead, it stands at the beginning of 
community with Jesus Christ. Whenever Christ call us, his call leads us to death. 
- Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
 
Tim Keller quotes on Prayer: 
“Prayer is both conversation and  encounter with God. . . . We must know the awe of praising his glory, 
the intimacy of finding his grace, and the struggle of asking his help, all of which can lead us to know 
the spiritual reality of his presence.” (5) 
“Prayer is the only entryway into genuine self-knowledge. It is also the main way we experience deep 
change—the reordering of our loves. Prayer is how God gives us so many of the unimaginable things 
he has for us. Indeed, prayer makes it safe for God to give us many of the things we most desire. It is 
the way we know God, the way we finally treat God as  God. Prayer is simply the key to everything we 
need to do and be in life.” (18) 
“It is remarkable that in all of his writings Paul’s prayers for his friends contain no appeals for changes 
in their circumstances.” (20) 
“A rich, vibrant, consoling, hard-won prayer life is the one good that makes it possible to receive all 
other kinds of goods rightly and beneficially. [Paul] does not see prayer as merely a way to get things 
from God but as a way to get more of God himself.” (21) 
“The infallible test of spiritual integrity, Jesus says, is your private prayer life.” (23)  

 

“Jesus Christ taught his disciples to pray, healed people with prayers, denounced the corruption of the 
temple worship (which, he said, should be a ‘house of prayer’), and insisted that some demons could 
be cast out only through prayer. He prayed often and regularly with fervent cries and tears (Heb. 5:7), 
and sometimes all night. The Holy Spirit came upon him and anointed him as he was praying (Luke 
3:21–22), and he was transfigured with the divine glory as he prayed (Luke 9:29). When he faced his 
greatest crisis, he did so with prayer. We hear him praying for his disciples and the church on the night 
before he died (John 17:1–26) and then petitioning God in agony in the Garden of Gethsemane. Finally, 
he died praying.” (27) 
 
“Our prayers should arise out of immersion in the Scripture. [We] speak only to the degree we are 
spoken to. . . . The wedding of the Bible and prayer anchors your life down in the real God.” (55, 56) 
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“We would never produce the full range of biblical prayer if we were initiating prayer according to our 
own inner needs and psychology. It can only be produced if we are responding in prayer according to 
who God is as revealed in the Scripture. . . . Some prayers in the Bible are like an intimate conversation 
with a friend, others like an appeal to a great monarch, and others approximate a wrestling match. . . . 
We must not decide how to pray based on what types of prayer are the most effective for producing the 
experiences and feelings we want. We pray in response to God himself.” (60) 
 
 
If our ministry is to witness to Christ tomorrow in some unsympathetic situation, the key will not be our 
brilliance; the key will be abundant future grace. 
Of all people, the apostles seemed to need least help to give a compelling witness to the risen Christ. 
They had been with him for three years. They had seen him die. They had seen him alive. In their 
witnessing arsenal they had “many proofs” (Acts 1:3). You might think that, of all people, their ministry 
of witnessing, in those early days, would sustain itself on the strength of the past glories that were still 
so fresh. 
But that is not what the book of Acts tells us. The power to witness with faithfulness and effectiveness 
did not come mainly from memories of grace, or reservoirs of knowledge; it came from the new arrivals 
of “great grace.” That’s the way it was for the apostles, and that’s the way it will be for us in our 
ministry of witnessing. 
Whatever added signs and wonders God may show to amplify our witness to Christ, they will come the 
same way they came for Stephen. “And Stephen, full of grace and power,  was doing great wonders and 
signs among the people” (Acts 6:8). 
There is an extraordinary future grace and power that we may bank on in the crisis of special ministry 
need. It is a fresh act of power by which God “bore witness to the word of his grace” (Acts 14:3; see 
also Hebrews 2:4). The grace of power bears witness to the grace of truth. 
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